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The Bush Administration's assault on the environment continues.

Over the weekend the Administration blocked an effort by the international
community to act decisively against global warming when representatives of
nearly 200 countries met in Buenos Aires for two weeks to discuss the
implementation of the Kyoto Protocol.

The historic treaty--now ratified by 126 countries, including Russia--goes into
effect February 16, and mandates significant cuts in greenhouse gas emissions
for industrialized countries. Because the Administration withdrew from Kyoto
in 2001, it was granted only "observer" status in Argentina. But international
participants had privately hoped to bring the US back on board during the
summit.

Instead the Administration pushed for off-the-record meetings to try and
undermine Kyoto, questioned the scientific basis of global warming and
lobbied for oil-rich Saudi Arabia. In the end, US efforts were largely successful
and participants agreed to hold only a single workshop next year to "exchange
information" on climate change, as The New York Times reported. No goals
were reached for 2012, when Kyoto expires. Essentially, the US subverted
global discussions about a treaty it has already rejected.

Symbolic of the continuing regulatory backlash, the Pentagon is also seeking to
delete environmental language from its internal policy memoranda. DoD has
long been America's worst polluter, responsible for 28,500 potentially
contaminated sites, according to the House Committee on Energy. Under
Bush, its won exemptions from major environmental laws such as the
Endangered Species Act. Now commitments to such goals as "preventing
pollution and minimizing environmental consequences," will vanish from the
books.
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Moving forward after a string of pro-polluter victories, the energy industry has

donated much of the $4.5 million in corporate cash going toward Bush's
January 20 inauguration. The second-term promises an even better return on RSS FEED

investment.
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